ABOLISHING CHRISTIANITY                  13
Trimmers1 Valentin!,2 would not Margaritians, Toftians^ and Valentinians be very tolerable marks of distinction? The Prasini and Veniti? two most virulent factions in Italy, began (if I remember right) by a distinction of colours in ribbons, which we might do with as good a grace 4 about the dignity of the blue and the green, and would serve as properly to divide the Court, the Parliament, and the Kingdom between them, as any terms of art whatsoever, borrowed from religion. And therefore I think, there is little force in this objection against Christianity, or prospect of so great an advantage as is proposed in the abolishing of it.
'Tis again objected, as a very absurd ridiculous custom, that a set of men should be suffered, much less employed and hired, to bawl one day in seven against the lawfulness of those methods most in use toward the pursuit of greatness, riches and pleasure, which are the constant practice of all men alive on the other six. But this objection is, I think, a little unworthy so refined an age as ours. Let us argue this matter calmly: I appeal to the breast of any polite freethinker, whether in the pursuit of gratifying a predominant passion, he hath not always felt a wonderful incitement, by reflecting it was a thing forbidden; and therefore we see, in order to cultivate this taste, the wisdom of the nation hath taken special care, that the ladies should be furnished with prohibited silks, and the men with prohibited wine. And
opera. She had a fine figure and a beautiful voice. Steele in the "Tatler," No. 20, refers to her when in her state of insanity. Her mind, evidently, could not stand the strain of her great popularity, and she became mad in 1709. In the "Tatler" she is called Camilla; and Gibber also speaks of the *'silver tone of her voice." [T. S.]
1  By the Trimmers Swift referred to the nickname given to the party in the time of Charles II., which consisted of those who wished to compromise between the advocates of the Crown and the supporters of the Protestant succession as against the Duke of York.    [T. S.]
2  Another Italian singer of the time, who was the rival of Margarita and Mrs. Tofts.    [T. S.]
3  This refers to the Roman chariot races.    They gave rise to the factions called Albati, Russati^ Prastni, and Veniti.   The Prasini (green) and Veniti (blue) were the principal, and their rivalry landed the empire, under Justinian, in a civil war.    [T. S.]
4  Scott has  " and we might  contend with as good a grace," &c. Craik follows Scott.  The reading in the text is that of the " Miscellanies " (1711), Faulkner, and Ha\vkesworth.    [T. S.]